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CHE ECUMENICAL 


VOCATION AND VACATION 


In the Near East where Christianity 
had its origin, Pentecost comes at the 
beginning of the harvest season. It was 
associated with the giving of the “first 
fruits” to God as a taken of man’s 
gratitude for all God’s gifts to him. 

In America Pentecost comes at a 
time when many of us are looking for- 
ward to summer vacations. 

This does not mean that we are 
‘giving up” religion for the summer. 
Pastors and laymen alike bear witness 
to their Christian vocation, not only in 
their daily work but also in their daily 
(or yearly) playtime. Christian atti 
tudes will make us courteous drivers, 
thoughtful house guests, careful camp- 
ers, good trave ling companions. 

The summer offers a chance to visit 
other churches and to meet new friends 
outside our own church and _ social 

set.” Americans, especially, are getting 
around the world in a big way, and as 
Was said of the first century Christians, 
we seem determined to “turn the world 
upside down. 

Pentecost sends us on our vacations 
with a thought for our Christian voca- 


tri0n. and our ecumenical Opportunities 


U. S. CONFERENCE OF MEMBER CHURCHES 
LOOKS AHEAD AT THE NEXT SIX YEARS ~ 


The U.S. Conference for the World Council 
of Churches held its first major meeting since 
the Evanston Assembly, at Buck Hill Falls, 
Pennsylvania, May 4-6. The meeting was attend- 
ed by 150 laymen and clergymen, men and 
women, from the World Council’s 32 member 
communions (denominations) in the United 
States. Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, one of the 
six presidents of the World Council, presided. 

Many of the delegates present were new ap- 
pointees, whose period of service began at 
Evanston and will last until the next Assembly 
some six years hence. Others were “consultants” 
appointed because of special competence, to 
serve on one of the major U.S. Conference com- 
mittees during the same period. 


Outlines Plans 


Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, Associate General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
formerly of New York but now located at the 
headquarters of the World Council in Geneva, 
Switzerland, with special responsibility for ecu- 
menical studies, shared a long look ahead at the 
Council program with his former colleagues 
in this country. 

Outlining the present program of the World 
Council under the headings of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees, Ecumenical Action 
(including problems of the laity, youth, co- 
operation of men and women in the Church), 
and Ecumenical Studies, Dr. Bilheimer warned 
that the plans and program of the World 
Council must never become centered in organi- 
zation, but “always keep foremost the questions 
of human need.” 

In the light of this test, he indicated, there 
can be little doubt that the entire program of 
material relief, health service, ecumenical schol- 
arships, service to refugees, and work camps, 
carried on in the name of the World Council, 
should be greatly expanded at every point. 

He disclosed that in 1954, through the action 
of the churches, $31,600,000 in all forms of 
aid was sent for inter-church aid and refugee 
and relief services throughout the world. This 


included $2,500,000 from governmental and i: 
tergovernmental agencies for refugee work 
$21,000,000 in food supplies. 

Under the auspices of the Study Depart 
Dr. Bilheimer indicated that a new inquiry o 
soon be undertaken into the Christian attitu 
toward war and peace. Can we discover, |} 
asked, a Christian attitude that might transce: 
both the traditional pacifist and non-pacifist P 
sitions? 

He also announced that the World Co 
will conduct a major inquiry into the subje 
of common Christian responsibility in areas « 
rapid social change. The study will be made 
an international commission with the help « 
traveling teams working through 
conferences of Christian leaders 
Great Britain, America, Africa, and Asia. 
will seek to “clarify the Christian contributi 
to social ethics in underdeveloped countri 
and to “rally resources of thought, perso 
and money to contribute to the solution of soc# 
problems in these countries.” 


' 


Christian Responsibility 


Dr. Richard M. Fagley addressed the meetir 
on the subject of Christian responsibility 
technically underdeveloped countries. He t 
the delegates that the problems of these cou 
tries present “a call to Christian ministry t 
we dare not ignore,” and that “the problem + 
helping people in the midst of economic an 
social upheaval to find new bearings and spix 
tual anchors is one which deserves a major co 
centration of effort by Christians.” 

Dr, Fagley charged that up till now Chrt 
tians have not faced up to their duty “to su) 
port and to supplement efforts to bring mode 
science and technology to the service of Bi 
burdened by poverty, disease and ignorance 
He warned that “the struggle for economic an 
social development is a grim struggle, on whi 
hangs the fate of hundreds of millions of hi 
man beings; it is a struggle which is hardly H 
gun, and victory is far from assured.” He sai 
Christians must help to create an informed put 
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lic opinion in support of “generous and _per- 
sistent” programs of technical and financial as- 
Sistance. Such programs, he added, should be 
“disentangled as far as possible from short-range 
military and political considerations.” 


Place for Laity 


Dr. D. Elton Trueblood, Chief of Religious 
Policy, U.S. Information Agency, told the 
churchmen that a new terminology is needed 
to make clear to all that the distinction between 
layman and minister is an invalid distinction. 
“Perhaps the way to do this,” he suggested, “is 
to stress the universality of the ministry, imply- 
ing that all are expected to be full-time Chris- 
tians.” 

Church members, he said, no longer confine 
their chief Christian witness to singing in the 
choir, teaching Sunday school or performing 
some similar function specifically related to 
church attendance. “We understand,” he said, 
“that it is by men’s daily labor that they are 
likely to serve the Kingdom of Christ most fully. 
There is no reason to suppose that God is chiefly 
interested in churches. He may be far more in- 
terested in factories because men, whom he 
loves, spend more time there.” 

Dr. Trueblood said he perceives the emer- 
gence of a new Christian order. This new order 
cuts across all denominational lines, includes 
both men and women and both clergy and 
laity, the life of devotion and the life of prac- 
tical service, the personal gospel and the social 
gospel, and both study and action. 


Church and World 


In the closing session of the Conference, Dr. 
O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint 
agency of the World Council and the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council, told the Conference 
that if war, whether limited or large scale, 
should come to the United States, it must be 
forced upon us and not be of our making. 

Furthermore, Dr. Nolde continued, “any de- 
fense action must be taken in strict conformity 
with the provisions of the United Nations char- 
ter. Until the time eventually arrives,’ he con- 
tinued, “when military action is absolutely un- 


The section on International Affairs, Evanston 
Assembly, August, 1954, lays the framework for 
future discussion and program. 


avoidable, I am convinced that Christians can 
support and urge upon their governments the 
modus vivendi of competition and cooperation 
as involving the minimum of risk and the maxi- 
mum chance for peace with justice.” 

“The basic contribution of Christians to liv- 
ing in a divided world,” he said, “is derived 
from their common faith, from their world-wide 
fellowship, and from their recognition that the 
will of God is relevant to the whole family of 
men upon earth.” As the practical program of 
Christian action in the present political realities, 
Dr. Nolde advocated, “neither neutrality nor 
blind partiality, but responsibility dictated by 
principle.” 

By the yardstick of Christian responsibility, 
he added, totalitarianism must be condemned 
and exposed, wherever it appears and in what- 
ever form. “We must stand against submission 
to, engulfment by, or appeasement of totali- 
tarian tyranny and aggression. We must also 
stand against the exploitation of any people by 
economic monopoly or political imperialism.” 

Serious as the fundamental ideological conflict 
in the world today may be, it cannot by its very 
nature be resolved by military action, Dr. Nolde 
warned. “Christians can never take the stand 
that Christianity should seek to demonstrate its 
superiority over the Marxist faith by a show 
of atomic strength. This,” he added “does not 
mean defeat. It does not mean appeasement. It 
does not mean even a stalemate. What it does 
mean is that we are seeking to choose the field 
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The layman as the “bridge” between the 
Church and the world of daily work as em- 
phasized by the Evanston Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches has been interpreted 
in terms of the American layman and the 
American work scene by the Department of 
Church and Economic Life of the National 
Council of Churches. 

“You, Your Church, and Your Job” is a 
32-page study guide in six sections, with in- 
terpretive comment, discussion questions, and 
suggestions for study and action in local groups. 
It includes the text of the Evanston report on 
“The Laity—the Christian in His Vocation.” 

Invaluable for an adult study class, men’s or 
women’s club, or other local group or commit- 
tee wanting to know “where to begin” with 
the subject of religion and daily work. 


* * * * 


The Men’s Club of the First Methodist 
Church of Evanston has sent a complimentary 
copy of Dr. Harold A. Bosley’s new book, W hat 
Did The World Council Say to You?, to all 
delegates to the 1954 Assembly. Dr. Bosley is 
the pastor of the “host” Methodist Church at 


Evanston. (The book is available from the 
W.C.C., New York office; $2.) 
* * * ” 


The Overbrook Presbyterian Church at Phila- 
delphia, on March 27, dedicated a beautiful 
memorial window to their former pastor, the 
late George Emerson Barnes. A feature of the 
window is an especially fine rendition of the 
ecumenical symbol. 


a | 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly | 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 rift 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The 
Council unites 162 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 47 countries. Neither: 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches | 


is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. | 
eS 547 ) 
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BOOKS NEEDED : 
The Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzer-. 
land, is in need of certain books for its library. | 
Among those mentioned in a recent letter ass 
being urgently desired are: J. P. Migne, Patra-: 
logiae—Series Graeca, Series Latina; Corpas: 
Christianorum (now being published in Eu-: 
rope); The Catholic Encyclopaedia; The Cam- 
bridge Ancient History; The Cambridge Me- 
diaeval History; The Cambridge Modern His-' 
tory; The Ante-Nicene Fathers; The Nicene and’ 
Post-Nicene Fathers (2 series); The Fathers of 
the Church (a new series now being translated); 
The Library of the Christian Classics (com 
plete); W. W. Sweet, Religion on the Frontier 
(4 volumes). + | 
Will any reader who has any of these to give 
to the Institute communicate with Dr. Roberr 
S. Paul, Ecumenical Institute, Chauteau de Bos-+ 
sey, Celigny, Switzerland? If you have other 
books which you would like to give to the In- 
stitute, please send an exact listing (including; 
edition, etc.) and query whether these particular 
volumes are needed in the library. Other needs 
mentioned are copies of all the papal encyclicals 
(in Latin and in translation) and microfilm and 
micro-card equipment. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 
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of battle and that we are going to commit our- 
selves to fight until victory is achieved.” 
Dr. Nolde offered five concrete proposals 
vhich he felt would be effective in preventing 
ar in the Formosa Straits: 
1. That the overture of Communist China’s 
remier, Chou En-lai, for bilateral consultations 
be accepted, “even though all preliminary con- 
ditions for effective negotiation may not have 
been fully met in advance.” 

2. That a cease-fire should be “diligently 
sought with a readiness to negotiate enough of 
the outstanding issues to permit a cease-fire to 


be effective. 


Unit, composed of international servants rather 
than representatives of governments, be appro- 
priately stationed in the area to see to it that 
the terms of a cease-fire are fully complied with. 

4. That a commitment be given sincerely to 
seek acceptance of the principle of universal 
membership in the United Nations. 

5. That an objective study of Formosa be 


The energetic young Grismayer family, refugees 
from Yugoslavia, board the plane from Munich 
for the U.S.A. while Rev. Harold C. Bonell of the 
World Council Refugee Service Staff and Pastor 
Hastings, Chief of Resettlement in Germany, bid 
them Godspeed. 


On the first Refugee Relief Act flight from Ham- 
burg, Germany, March 21, were World Council— 
Church World Service sponsored Mr. and Mrs. 
Arajs of Latvia. At 84 and 70 they look forward 
to spending the rest of their lives in the U.S.A. 
Flowers from Pastor Madsen of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches staff in Geneva will brighten the 
journey. 


3. That a United Nations Peace Observation 


undertaken by an impartial agency and prefer- 
ably under the United Nations. 


Business Matters 


In its business sessions, the Conference ac- 
cepted preliminary plans for a North American 
Regional Theological Conference to be held 
early in 1957, with Bishop Angus Dun of 
Washington, D.C., as chairman of arrangements. 

A budget of $68,000 for the American Con- 
ference was confirmed. In addition, member de- 
nominations will send over $300,000 to the 
overall budget of the World Council for its 
world-wide work. This does not include money 
and gifts sent overseas for inter-church aid 
and services to refugees. 

In a series of “workshops” the delegates and 
consultants studied and prepared reports on 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, Ecu- 
menical Studies, the Layman in His Daily Work, 
and Cooperation of Men and Women in the 
Church and Society. 


YOUNG...OLD...FIND NEW HOMES IN U.S.A. 


A Message for Pentecost 


from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren of the ch 
participating in the World Council. 

A year ago at this time we were called to pray for God's blessing upon the coming 
General Assembly of the Council. Now in retrospect we can join in thanksgiving to God fo 
the many blessings granted to us as a result of the Evanston Assembly. With frank and sincer 
facing of many differences there was revealed a deep underlying unity of Christian love and 
mutual understanding. Despite the barriers of space, of race, of nationality, of varying eccle' 
siastical traditions, and of theological emphasis we remain brothers in Christ. In this fact m 
be found a source of spiritual strength for the present and of high promise for the future. 

There are stern realities in our world which must be met courageously. There is str 
between men and nations. In many places men do not have that freedom which is their deeg 
desire. Millions of the children of God are without the barest necessities of life. We dare f 
forget the plight of those who through no fault of their own are helpless refugees. Christende 
is divided and therefore its witness is weakened. 

But these difficulties are accompanied by equally real opportunities. Countless 
women, boys and girls everywhere stand in need of the unsearchable riches of the Gospel, and ¢ 
the peace of God which passes all understanding. In the light of the tragedy of our time 
there is urgent need for groups of men and women everywhere working more closely togethe 
in Christian love in the service of Christ. t 

We may well ask ourselves: “Who is sufficient for these things?” The answer come 
from our blessed Savior Jesus Christ: “Ask and ye shall receive, knock and it shall be opene 
unto you. 

So at this season of Pentecost let us pray that the Holy Spirit make our hearts burn with 
in us so that we may better understand the mind of Christ and more deeply realize our need ¢ 
one another. Let us pray especially that all men may be granted the opportunity to : 
ship the Almighty in full freedom. And let our prayer be accompanied by a solemn rededice 
tion of our lives to the gracious purpose of God, | 


We urge the offering of this age-old prayer to God through Jesus Christ: iy 
Vent Creator Spiritus 
Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
and lighten with celestial fire. 


(signed) The Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


JOHN BAILLIE (Principal) Otto DIBELIUS (Bishop ) | 
SANTE UBERTO BARBIERI ( Bishop) MAR JUHANON (Metropolitan) i] 
GEORGE CICESTR (Bishop of Chichester ) MICHAEL (Archbishop ) 


HENRY KNOX SHERRILL ( Bishop) 


Pentecost Sunday 
May 29, 1955 
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